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A Line o' Cheer Each Day o' the Year.
By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

first printing of an origina! poem, writlen daily
for “ha Waszhingion Herald.

AT HAND.

We thirst for Heavens that may be

In some unknown futurity,

And so o'erlook the chance to find

A Heaven suited to our mind

That in a life of love and cheer

Lies right beside us, now, and here!
"Copyright, 1914}

Will Dead Man Hill be known as Dead Man
Mountain after the war?

What's civil service law between deserv-
ing Democrats and the jobs?

the

Apparently Carranza is at last taking kindly to
American methods. [t 1s reported that he is
about to send us another note,

There is not likely to be any great commotion
in the convention hall when the Leonard Wood
delegates go over to Col. Roosevelt.

It iz scarcely surprising that none of the can-
didates for the G. O. P. nomination are claiming
the votes of the delegates from the District.

The Supreme Court of the United States hav-
ing decided that taxicabs are common carriers
the smart set will probably refuse to ride in them.

Since Gen. Pershing’s punitive expedition en-
tered Mexico 11,730,000 pounds of fooed and for-
age have been shipped to it. And yet the Car-
ranza government wants it to leave.

By the way, have any of the candidates for the
Republican nomination told how they stand on
question of setting aside the civil service
whenever it happens to stand in the way?

the
3
law

he New York Central Railway has been or-
dered to run a train a day each way on one of
which is ten miles long, to accom-
modate ten passengers. In the long run the
company would probably save money by paying
the ten to move,

its branches,

President- Taft has testified for the
defense in the Riggs Bank trial and today for-
mer President Roosevelt is to do so. Lest there
nay be a suspicion of discrimination the winner
n 1912 should at least be invited to add his testi-
nony to that of the men he defeated.

Former

Representative Meyer London says he is op-
posed to sending an army to Mexico to hunt for
i bandit who may be hiding in a lodging house
ustin, Tex. Mr. London is wasting his time
He ought to be a border corre-

he administration is said to be planning

cevenue lepiclation that will make the cost of Wwar, and might have decemed it wise, either as|
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Justice Hughes’ Silence.

These are busy days for the political strate-
gists, whose activities extend over a wide front.
Their most direct operation during several weeks
|past has consisted of shelling the position of

have glanced off the outer fortifications. What
is greatly needed, however, is a stricter censor-
ship of reports of the results of the attack, un-

the task for themselves, The most flagrant recent
example of a report giver out for effect is the
statement in quotation marks, credited to Jus-
tice Hughes, to the effzct that in his opinion
“Roosevelt is going to be nominated, so it makes
it unnecessary to discuss any onc else at all.”

The majority of thosz who have kept half an
eye on the political situation, displayed their wis-
dom by refusing to believe that Justice Hughes
said anything of the sort, and as he refuses to
notice the statcment, it has failed of its purpose,
whether it was to gain support for Col. Roose-
velt, to spread a new alarm among the “Old
Guard” or mercly to “smoke out” Justice Hughes.
So far as the public is concerned it would seem
that it may be depended upon to refuse to give
credence to any statement concerning the Presi-
dency alleged to come from him that does not
bear the unmistakable stamp authenticity.
No one has yet appeared with the right to say
that Justice Hughes would decline to aceept the
!nominulion if it were tendered to him, and a
study of political events af recent wecks gives no
one reason to believe it. If Tustice Hughes has
changed his position it s still his own secret.
As he has stated repearedly, he is not in the
race and is not a candidate for the nomination,
but all the available evidence justifies the firm
belief that it is his present intention to accept
the nomination if the national convention declares
him the choice of his party.

The expectation is not unreasonable that be-
fore the convention micets Justice Hughes will
formally define his position, and if he does so
there will be no question of the genuineness of
the declaration. Though such a step might be
considered desirable in any event, it would not

of

|be absolutely necessary unless it <homld be his
intention to decline to answer the call of his
party to lead it. In that event he would no

doubt deem it his duty to adopt effective measures
to forestall any such sitbation as wonld be pre-
| sented should the convention nominate him.
| Far removed as he is f{rom polites The
cannot ignore the fact that delegates will enter
the convention instructed to vote for him, and
|while he is in no way responsible such
instructions, he must under the circumstances take
cognizance of them. Silence in this case would
mean nothing but consent, and every day that
Justice Hughes remains silent adds to the as-
surance that he will oppose President Wilson if
the Republican convention chooses him. His
declination at any time between now and the
opening of the convention would be the great-
est surprise and the biggest piece of political news
inf the pre-convention campaign.

for

A Revelation in Texas.

An important discovery has been made in
the State of Texas that should have been made
two months ago, with (ossible effect upon the
army bill that has just been enacted. Not only
is the National Guard of Texas—the border
State whose officials in the past have been so
eager to invade Mexico to punish bandits—de-
ficient in numbers and organization, but more
than a hundred of its members have refused to
be mustered into Federal service in answer to
the President's call, for which refusal they are
subject to trial by court-martial and punish-
| ment.

Tt is a surprising and disheartening exhibi-
Ition of the men of a State in whose interest
{largely the country has gone to the verge of
'war with Mexico. Two months circuin-
|stances more than justified the mobilization of
{the National Guard of the border States, at least.
If this had been done the administration would
[have learned how little dependence was
[to be placed on Texas in the event of actual

ago

then

Justice Hughes, but so far all of their projectiles

less, indeed, the readers of them are performing

Submarine Nets for the Navy.

A prominent American business man, who has

among the belligerent nations of Europe, tells us
he was reliably informed that the allies had
“netted” a total of 130 submarines. Not long be-
fore this our Navy Department learned, through
its own private sources of information, that the
total number of submarines captured or de-
stroyed by this and other means was 127. The
stout, steel chain-net, suspended from buoys at
the surface, has been found to be a most effective
means for keeping the submarine out of certain
waters to be protected. Moreover, long sections
of netting towed between destrovers or, better,

submarine craft of the enemy.

size and in sufficient quantity to enable the fleet
to do some experimental work in this direction. |
He secured some uetting, which, on test, proved
to be of too weak construction for the effective
stopping and catching of submarines. Outside
of this, the navy is altogether without this most
valuable clement in the protection of our harbors
and roadsteads, and of the flect itself, against
submarine attack.

Last year the Scientific American suggested |
that in view of the enormous damage which
could be done to our fleet, to our dockyards and
to. the merchant shipping in our various ports,
by an unheralded submarine attack, it would bLe
advisable to provide the navy with several
of specially constructed netting of the kind whic
has proved so successinl in Furopean waters.
Just now, when the international ensis which we
had in our mind when we wrote that article is
upon us, and when, as our President recently
stated in a public speech, we are in danger of
being invelved in the great Furopean conflagra-
tion, common prudence suggests that we should
‘:15 once manufacture a sufficiency of suhmarine
[netting to enable us, at short notice, to close anr
|harhor_-.. the approaches to our dockyards and
jany strategic waters which we might wish to pro-
| tect.

Ordina_ry rudence, indeed, would lead us to
|go even further than that and, at once, throw
jnetting across the approaches to our dockyards

tand around the waters which are vsed as anchor-
lage ground during our ileet manecuvers. For we
should remember that the largest submarines

emploved in Europe todav run from 800 to 1,200
|tons in displacement. Many of our naval o
cers, indeed, consider that it is quite possible
Germany may have built one ar meore type shins
of 2,000 tons, designed for special long-distance
[service. Undoubtedly there are submarines afloat
|uf-irh could make the trans-Atlantie passage
|without convoy, fill up their oil bunkers in tlie
i\\'rsi Indies, or at some point selected by the
lgentlemen whose activities 1n favor of one of the
belligerents in this war have recently hecome <o
|notorious, and then make an early morning
|prise attack on our dackvards, in which, partice-
{larly at this outfitting ceason of the the
|finest of our Dreadnoueht fleet might sunk
lat its moorings.—Scientiic American.

Is This Work to Stop?

The evolvement of W\ ashington as the most
magnificent of the world'c capital cities goes on
at a steady paced progress. There have been
tew Congresses that hav: not contributed to the
einbellishinent of the Capital City. No longer is
there protest from any quarter against the use of
national funds for the making of a dream city out
of Washington. The thought that the capital of
this mighty rcpublic shall be an idealized city has
igri;-ptd the imaginations of the whole American|
people.

It at the beginning the national government
had retained ownership of every square inch of

offi-

vear,
he

land in the District of Columbia, if no such thing
|as private control of land anywhere within the
bounds of the National Cupital had been permit-

lted, and if the government from the heginning
| had superviced and controlled all building enter-
prises, for whatever purpose, Washington would
now be much more in way of a realized dream
than it is, As it is, the evolvement of the ideal-
ized Capital City means the constant undoing of
what has been done. \Vabﬁlgmn is a city of
palaces and beautiful memoridls, but it is spotted
all over with ugly brick and'.t*;r:rtar that shuts
off the vistas and spoils the dream of a city with-
out blemish. |

The creation of a splendid park from the
stretch of ugly mud flats that nwa a decade or
lso ago fronted z2long the Potomac, is one of the
Imagnificent things that lias been done in the
|process of evolving the heautified \Washington.
;ll"he towering monument to the first President, in
|spite of what seemed to be almost insuperable
tengineering difficulties, was placed along this low
level river front and the splendid memorjal to

the national defense fall principally on the rich. |2 precautionary measure or an experiment, to| Lincnln is also being erected on the river front

The net result will be a considerable increase in
the number of preparedness advocates, though
the enthusiasm of a few will be cooled.

Bridges between New York and Brooklyn|the Spanish war that the exhibition in Texas|
is to be accepted as representing the extent of |

were closed to traffic as the battleship New York
steamed down the East River. Rather a
nificant change since the days when upon such
occasions the bridges were filled with patriotic
and enthusiastic Americans waving salutes.

SI1g-

The offictal record of casualties, beginning
with the Columbus, N. Mex, raid, and includ-
ing the operations of the punitive expedition to
shows thirty United States soldiers and
twenty-four civilans killed, and six United
States officers, seventy-six soldiers and seventy-
civilians wounded. And Villa is still at

date,

one
large.

A conference of German-American societies is
to be held in Chicage May 28 and 29 to con-
sider the national political situation with a view
of placing the wishes of German-Americans be-
fore the national conventions. As the bids for
this German-American support will have to be
made in terms of real American votes, it is not
likely that competition between the two hig par-
ties will be keen.

Addressing the general assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church at Atlantic City Mr. Bryan
spoke in criticism of one Presbyterian com-
munity where, according to his information, the
slders sometimes tasted liquor. “I tell you,” he
said, “that the Presbyterian Church will have dif-
ficulty doing its part in converting the world with
ippling elders.” Mr. Bryan might have been a
ittle more dehnite.
mand for the addresses of those elders.

According to the Washington correspondent
of the New York Evening Post, there is agi-
tation among the whiskers of every statesman
n Washington who wears 'em, because of Presi-

dent Wilson's remark at the Press Club: “Some- |

times when 1 am beset, 1 seriously think of
renting a pair of whiskers.,” It is quite true
that all sorts of interpretations have been placed
on the remark, some persons even suggesting
that what the President meant to convey was
that he would not be sorry to relinquish his
job in the White House in favor of Justice
Hughes.

N

There is likely to be a de-|

|call to service the Guard of other States.

i The people of the United States will not
‘helieve that <0 great a change has come over
the young men of the

country generally since

| - : :
jtheir patriotism They will continue confident,

|until the opposite is proved, that the Guardsmen
of other States would volunteer fight their
country's battles just as eagerly as they did in
1808

No one has even taken seriously Mr. Bryan's
rhapsody about the army of a million volunteers
tc be raised between sunrise and sunset, and
many regarded the President’'s confident expres-
sion two vears age of reliance upon the citi-
zen soldiery as more idealistic than practical
But there has never bern any misgiving as to

to

the value and dependability of the National
Guard in an emergency. The amazing revela-
tion in Texas, however, cannot fail to cause

speculation in view of the extent to which the
new army law makes the country dependent upon
its National Guard as a factor in preparedness.

The opportunity to test the quality of the
militia by mobilization on the border twn months
ago was permitted to pass, though such a move
could not have failed to give strength to our
purpose in Mexico, and it might have served as
a guide to army legislation, The new law,
however, when it becomes operative, will place
the National Guard in a more advantageous po-
sition and it will make new requirciments of it.
When sufficient time has elapsed for readjust-
ments, some plan shouid be devised to ascer-
tain the result of what after all is only an ex-
periment and to what extent the country may
rely upon the citizens who, as the law con-
templates, are to form so important a part of its
iarmy of defense,

Embarrassed Editors.
The German government is not fair to Ger-
man-American editors. After the latter | ! be-
|come thoroughly convinced that the Sussex was

|not torpedoed by a U-boat, along comes a
specific  confession from  Ber\n.—Cincinnati

i imes-Star,

Another Result of the War.

Crown Prince Boris, of Bulgaria, is to marry
an Austrian archduchess, By the way, the state
of international hatred is such that there soon
will be nobody but royvally bred Turks or under-

{bred American hyphenates for German princes | they perform and not according to the political |
ijnd princesses to marry.—Louisville Courier-|favor they happen not tq cn,ior.—Phihdcinhial

2 W Evening ger,

The river front of the National Capital, originally
lan ugly prospect, has already been transformed
linto an idealized stretch of lawns, terraces and
|grouped arborage.—Baltimore Anierican,

An Aphorism Explained.

The President’s remark at Charlotte, N. C,
that “when you cannot avercome you must take
counsel” has bLeen generally accepted as a refer-
ence to the military situation in Furope, where
it is assunied that a deadlock exists and nepotia-
tion may be possible. Perhaps so.

It is to be noted, however, that before an im-
passe in war can make for peace the fact of 11s
|exastence must be recognized by one or both bel-
ligerents. Nothing as yet indicates any such
understanding. The battle of Mukden leit Rus-
sia_and Japan in a situation of that kind, and
rather than begin a new campaign they accepted
!mediation and came to terms.
| Of Mr. Wilson's desire to be of service to the
|warring powers there can be no doubt, but he
can do little of his own motion, Unless it can
|carry out the purpose for which it brought on
(this conflict, Germany scems to be the nation
which must take counsel. In such peace hints
as have come from Berlin concession rather than
counsel is contemplated.

The President's aphorism hinges on the word
“when” If the bloodshed continues, it is be-
cause neither side has vet lost hope of over-
coming.—New York World.

A Booted Missourian.

Former Gov. Alexander M. Dockery has been
accorded a niche in the hall of fame hy one
Congressman Hensley, of the Thirtecenth district
of Missours, because of his boots.

“There is one matter which has many times
caused me great concern, and it again is espe-
cially brought to my attention at this time by

the presence of that venerahle popular Abis-
sourian, Gov. Dockery,” =aid Representative
Hensley. “From the FEast to the West, from

the North to the South, whenever the name of
Gov. Dockery is mentioned, it is invariably asso-
ciated with his boots. It is known throughout
the country that he wears them in winter and
summer alike; in fact, many persons have won-
dered whether or not he ever takes them off.
1 myself wonder whether or not if Gov. Dockery
had been so unfortunate as to have been sepa-
rated from and bereft of his boots he would ever |

have attained to the prominence in the hearts |
and minds of Missourians everywhere as he
| has."—S8edalia Capital. |

Constructive Legislation. |

About the most sensible thing a Senate com- |
mittee has done in a long time was in deciding |
to refer the whole question of railway mail
pay to the Interstate Commerce Commission for
a report. This means that the roads may reason- |
ably expect to get paid according to the servige!

recently returned from an extended business trip'

between trawlers, have jroved most effective in]
intercepting and dragging into shoal water the|
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In August, 1881, while Presldent Gar-
field lay dving, various local associations ‘lm"' least took rank and fie, all clerteal
3 (oflices and all effices not of special trust
o i . he *
which had been formed to agitate the | o/ confidence, out of the resch of the
question of the reform or the civil serv- | pollticians, and b gan a reform which
were drawn together, in a meeting |the President could, under the terms of

jclude all classes of the civil service. but

ice

held at Newport, Rhode Island, into a the Act itself, extend at his asure
National Civil Bervice Heform League, | Mr. Arthur sought to hav t admin-
whose first act was to express (g hearty istered efficlently and in thorough good
approbation of a bill for the reform of |faith, for hud his sin |
the gervice which Mr, Pendleton, of Ohio, He had &
had Introduced the precedingsyear in the (& Lact, »

Senuate duty in the

The bill would ng doubt have luin al- | 0ffice w0 ur

most unnoticed on the docket of the Sen- | Which had 1
ate had not Mr. Conkling's arrogance Surprize
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s i i partisans
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spake on for himself and for other ! group
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SEEN AND HEARD
BY GEORGE MINER

Speecinl Correspondent of The Wash-
| imgton lleraid.
| (Cogamight, 10, by the MeClure Newsgmper

New York, May 22 —The grest number
of marchers in the preparedmess parade to
pass & Eiven point In an hour is
matter that militery men marvel

They can’t yet understand how it was
done, for never in the world's history, so
far as any one knows,

sl &
over

has |t ever been
done before by any military or eivil pro-
cession,

Whether there were 12200 or 142000 per-
sons in the parade (s of very little con-

sequenre The conservatives admit the
|first number and the enthuslasts claim
ithe last. Taking the lowest figurs ta

|work on, It meant that an average of
imore than ¥.000 paraders passed the re.
viewing pland each hour T™h mades
(every parade expert open his eves in wan-

| - ”
{deér. They can hardly yet belleve the cold
|record of facts. Such swift and huge
marching was never before heard of
| A Record Breaker,

The most sensational etatement of
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